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wt l. Of the major transportation routes which 
Cambodia uses to deliver military and civilian supplies 
to Phnom Penh -- Route 1 (Saigon-Phnom Penh), Route 4 
(Kompong Som-Phnom Pénh), Route 5 (Battambang-Phnom Penh) , 
j Phnom Penh's Pochentong Airport, and the Mekong River --~ 
; only the Mekong and Pochentong Airport are currently 
af open. Route 1 has been closed since late 1972, Route 4 
since 10 November 1973 and Route 5 since 6 September 
a of this year. Despite these interdictions, the Government 
of the Khmer Republic (GKR) is not critically short 
of essential military and civilian supplies, since > 
the Mekong River corridor is the major supply route for 
Cambodia. Current military and civilian stocks of rice 
are sufficient for more than two weeks’ consumption, 
while most civilian petroieum suvplies are adequate 
for at least three weeks -~ and FANK has POL stocks in 
excess of one month's supply. FANK's ammunition stocks 
for most. categories range from three to four weeks. 


2. ‘he relative importance of the Mekong is demon- 
strated by the commodities which are delivered by this 
route. All of the ammunition and some military equip- 
\ ment dastined for FANK is shipped up the Mekong. In 
addition, almost all foodstuffs and petroleum -- a total 
on the order of 400,000 tons for 1973 -- have been 
: convoyvyed into Phnom Penh. Pochentong Airport, on’ the. 
other hand, is an important but not critical supply 
funnel for the GKR. Most deliveries of military equioment 
are made by air and in the past the airport has been used 
for emergency deliveries. It should be noted, however, that 
if the Mekong were closed, Pochentong alone could not 
handle the quantities necessary to keep the GCKR and its 
forces supplicd. 


3. The surface transportation routes vary in importance. 
Route 1, because of its extended interdiction, is nota 
viable supply corridor. Nonetheless, tactical control of 
the route by FANK between Phnom Penh and Neak Long is 
important as it hinders Khmer Communist interdiction 
efforts along the Mekong. The opening of Route 4 would 
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permit rice and petroleum to be offloaded at the port 
of Kompong Som and delivery by truck to Phnom Penh, 
but shipmant costs would be highex and venicle cargo 
capacity far lowar than the Mekong route. Route 5's 
principal function is to allow the delivery of rice 
from PRattamsang to Phnom Penh. The continued closure of 
this route would deny most (some could be airlifted) 

of the 55,000-60,000 tons of supplies of rice in 

Battambang that will be available for the capital after the 
1973/74 harvest is céOmpleted early next year. This 
deficit, should FANK not reopen Route 5, will be made 

up by PL 480 deliveries via the Mekong. 


4. Over the next few months the Mekong probably 
will remain the almost exclusive suoply route for the 
GKR, since the Khmer Communists currently are making 
a concerted effort to maintain their interdiction of 
key road routes as part of their 1973/74 dry season 
strategy. As shown in Table 1 the days of interdiction 
of major routes has gone up appreciably in 1973. This 
increased denial of land routes has resulted in a 
consideravle increase in 1973 in the number of convoys 
plying the Mekong as compared to 1972 (see Table 2). 


6 1900010096-2 


Ubon Ratehathan Brae eres 
Siskel ce G Matin Chameap 


“aitopeu: 


Siem \ : 


N 
cheb 


Ksaas me in 
Vranas <7 
Phnom Thoeng” nN 
“for Meanchey - 


Labansies 


{temonat 
re Ni + 


Sisopha 


vandan 
Kratie Senmanoram 


O Ran 


Kompong? * > 6 ( “ehinlong 


“4 : : ~ Chhnang ) 


a 


A Snual 
fy he 
ee stente Bet aha 
a Nghia 
el : Xun iia loc Ninh qv 
7 iT} . 
oftony Koh een ees An ‘e 
en f : Penh . 
' Nt Nore Veny oo] 
pen " 1 Gite Het le haah 
ong : tinak Long 
: } Svs | ut h 
a) 7: okieng i 
f i 
j parce va Hoa 
y Xuan Loc’ 
A ( ee 
Kott Rong . Chav any Wow saidiy” 
Phu 
Kompung Som, 4 a G* -Y. re t n a m 
‘ Tinh 
Ream YoN ae a: mya Bien » 6 h 
( Ha Tien® vy The, o% 
} Go Cong Vung Tau 
\ ath Wvinn Yat i 
‘Dao in tue Giang Sigh Couna 
3 Phu tog) Soa 
Quoc d 


Hon Rui 


ee, east CAMBODIA 
= Major Koads 
Major road 


Hon 


Panjang : Quan -———- Other road 


—-—~ Trail 
Railroad 


23 50 Miles 


50 Kilometers 


DOUNDARY REPRESENTATION Is 
NOT MLCESSARILY SUTHONLEATIVE: 
WW ww 


U 


Approved For Release 2006/09/26 : CIA-RDP85T00875R001900010096-2 


Table 1 


Interdiction of Major Land Routes 


ES, EO ' Days 
Routes 
| a. 4 5 

1972 Total — 258 67 123 
lst qtr gt 9 her 
and qtx wee * 21 12 
3rd qtr 92 . -= 55 
4th qtr titi 37 52 

1973 Total 354 125 189 
lst qtr 90 ll 4 
2nd qtr 91 256 70 
3rd gtr 92 33 34 
Oct 31 “45 31 
Nov 30 20 30 
1-20 Dac 20 20 20 
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Yable 2 


Summary o£ iiekong Convoys (north and southbound) 


Number Attacks bv Fire 


1972 Total 


c> 
Go 
um 


lst gtr 7 7 
and qtx | 4 4 
3rd ytr ane 6 6 
4th qtr ca 18 
1973 Total 101 | 84 
lst qtr 17 11 
2nd qtr 20 . 39 
3rd qtr : 39 24 
Oct "13 2 
Nov | 9 5 
1-20 Dec | 3 “ 4 
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